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GO DINH DIEM, the first president of the Republic of
Vietnam, possessed the Confucian “Mandate of Heaven”,
a moral and political authority that was widely recognized by all
Vietnamese. This devout Roman Catholic leader never lost this
mandate in the eyes of his people; rather, he was taken down by a
military coup sponsored by the U.S. government, which resulted in
his brutal murder.
Based on his research of original sources, including declassified
documents of the U.S. government, military historian Geoffrey Shaw
chronicles the Kennedy administration’s betrayal of this ally, which
proved to be not only a moral failure but also a political disaster that
led America into a protracted and costly war. Along the way, Shaw
reveals a President Diem very different from the despot portrayed by
the press during its coverage of Vietnam. From eyewitness accounts of
military, intelligence, and diplomatic sources, Shaw draws the portrait
of a man with rare integrity, a patriot who strove to free his country
from Western colonialism while protecting it from Communism.
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PRAISE FOR THE LOST MANDATE OF HEAVEN
“A candid account of the killing of Ngo Dinh Diem, the reasons for it, who was responsible, why it happened, and the disastrous results. Particularly agonizing for Americans who read this
clearly stated and tightly argued book is the fact that the final
Vietnam defeat was not really on battle grounds, but on political
and moral grounds. The Vietnam War need not have been lost.
Overwhelming evidence supports it. “
JAMES V. SCHALL, S.J.,
Professor Emeritus, Georgetown University
“This masterpiece will likely emerge as the definitive work on
this troublesome subject. An exceedingly well-written and engaging read, replete with significant revelations and exposés.”
WILLIAM L. STEARMAN, PH.D., Director of the National
Security Council’s Indochina staff, 1973–1976
“Amidst a new time of national strategic misdirection and
hubris, the case of Diem demands to be revisited.
This book is essential reading.”
THOMAS A. MARKS, PH.D.,
Author, Maoist People’s War in Post-Vietnam Asia

“A remarkable book that finally sets the record straight with
copious documentation on the assassination of Diem, which was
ultimately responsible for our loss of the war. A must read.”
ADMIRAL JOHN M. POINDEXTER, U.S. Navy (ret.),
National Security Advisor to President Reagan
“Finally, a serious, well-researched, and objective historical
work that lays bare the myths and falsehoods surrounding
President Diem. Shaw has produced a truly monumental and
highly readable account. Any serious student of the
Vietnam War must read this book.”
COLONEL ANDREW R. FINLAYSON, U.S. Marine Corps (ret.),
Author, Killer Kane
“A remarkably detailed, well-researched, and
well-written book about President Diem. It took half a
century for someone committed and brave enough to unravel
the Machiavellian plot to kill him.”
NGHIA M. VO, Director of Saigon Arts, Culture,
and Education Institute (SACEI)
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